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happened to be robbed of four hundred crowns. He charged Vincent
with the theft, thinking it could be nobody else; and in this persuasion
he spoke against him with the greatest virulence among all his friends and
wherever he went. Vincent calmly denied the fact, saying " God knows
the truth." He bore this slander six years, without making any other
defence or using harsh words or complaints, till the true thief being taken
up at Bordeaux on another account, to appease his own conscience and
clear the ^innocent, he sent for this judge and confessed to him the crime,
St Vincent related this in a spiritual conference with his priests, but as of
a third person; to show that patience, humble silence, and resignation
are generally the best defence of our innocence, and always the happiest
means of sanctifying our souls under slanders and persecution; and we may
be assured that Providence will in its proper time justify us, if expedient.
At Paris Vincent became acquainted with the holy priest Monsieur de
Berulle, who was afterwards cardinal, and at that time was taken up in
founding the congregation of the French Oratory. A saint readily dis-
covers a soul in which the spirit of God reigns. Berulle conceived a great
esteem for St Vincent from his first conversation with him; and to engage
him in the service of his neighbour, he prevailed with him first to serve
as curate of the parish of Clichi, a small village near Paris; and soon after
to quit that employ to take upon him the charge of preceptor to the children
of Emmanuel de Gondy, Count of Joigny, general of the galleys of France.
His lady, Frances of Silly, a person of singular piety, was so taken with
the sanctity of Vincent that she chose him for her spiritual director and
confessor. In the year 1616, whilst the Countess of Joigny was at a
country seat at Folleville, in the diocese of Amiens, Vincent was sent for
to the village of Gannes, two leagues from Folleville, to hear the confession
of a countryman who lay dangerously ill. The zealous priest, by carefully
examining his penitent, found it necessary to advise him to make a general
confession, with which the other joyfully complied. The penitent by this
means discovered that all his former confessions had been sacrilegious for
want of a due examination of his conscience; and afterwards, bathed in
tears, he declared aloud, in transports of joy before many persons and the
Countess of Joigny herself, that he sfiould have been eternally lost if he
had not spoken to Vincent. The pious lady was struck with dread tud
horror to hear of such past sacrileges, and to consider the imminent danger
of being damned in which that poor soul had been; and she trembled lest
some others among her vassals might have the misfortune to be in the
like case. The virtuous countess felt in her own breast the strongest
alarms for so many poor souls, which she called her own by maay tides.
She therefore entreated Vincent to preach in the Church of Folleville, 00
the feast of the Conversion of St Paul, in 1617, and fully to instruct tbc
people in the great duty of repentance and confession of sins. He did so;